1. YOUR DETAILS

2. ABERDEEN’S MAIN PLANNING ISSUES

1.1

Please let us know the capacity in which
you are completing this questionnaire.
Are you…

Feel free to continue on separate sheets if
necessary and attach to the questionnaire.
You do not have to answer every question.

A member of the public

Vision

A community representative e.g Community
Council

2.1

If yes, which area do you represent?

A developer/ their agent

What do you think are the most important
things that make Aberdeen a good place to
live, visit and/or work?

It is a compact city with easy access to
wonderful surrounding coast and
countryside.

A landowner/ their agent
From a Key Agency
x

Other
Aberdeen Cycle Forum

1.2

Please provide your name and contact
details:

Name and Organisation:
Aberdeen Cycle Forum (Gavin Clark, Secretary)

Address:

Postcode:
Telephone:
Email:

1.3

If you are acting as an agent or
completing this on behalf of an
organisation, group or landowner,
please provide their details:

Organisation/group/landowner:

Address:

Postcode:
Telephone:
Email:

2.2

What do you think should be the Council’s
top priorities for the next Aberdeen Local
Development Plan?

We believe that many of the negative
issues currently affecting the city relate to
transport and in particular over-reliance on
the private motor car. So our priority would
be improvements to active travel (walking
and cycling) and public transport.

2.3

Do you have any particular aspirations for
your community or Aberdeen as a whole
that you think should be taken forward
through the ALDP? For example, what are
your views on recycling of waste, affordable
housing, access to green space or ways to
reduce CO2 emissions?

Our aspiration is to see Aberdeen progress
as a modern city with access and transport
for all. We believe Aberdeen has fallen far
behind other cities because of
under-investment in active travel and the
over-reliance on the private motor car as a
means of transport. This has impacted on
air quality, congestion, public health
(because people are discouraged from
cycling on busy roads) and the balance
needs to be changed with policy using more
levers to discourage private car use and
encourage the alternatives.

Policy Topic Areas
What do you think should be our main planning
priorities for…
2.4

...the City Centre? (For example, what
should the role of Union Street be?
Does the City Centre have all the uses we
want, or should there be more uses
there - and if so where could they go?)

The city centre faces challenges as retail declines
and needs to reinvent itself as a more of a
destination or perhaps a return to more residential
use. Again we believe transport is key and to make
the city centre an attractive place to visit and spend
time we need to reduce car use and promote
alternative means of transport. Road space needs to
be switched from cars and parking to dedicated
cycle lanes and more priority bus routes. The recent
campaign for a segregated bike route on Union St is
an example of something which could re-vitalise and
transform what is currently a street in decline.

2.5

...providing infrastructure? (For example,
how should new infrastructure be provided
and how might it be paid for?)

Existing road space could be reallocated to
cycling fairly cheaply if there was the
political will to do so. The return on
investment in cycle infrastructure has been
shown to be x5 with benefits from reduced
congestion, improved health etc

2.7

...ensuring we have high quality buildings
and places? (For example, how can we
better protect our built heritage and
ensure high quality and sympathetic
architecture and landscape design?)

By encouraging re-development of the city
centre, as at 2.4.

2.8

...meeting the needs of business and
industry? (For example, what can be done
to retain existing businesses and attract new
employment opportunities to Aberdeen?)

Address congestion and air quality. Traffic
congestion is currently a major disincentive
and an economic drain. Aberdeen also
consistently appears in the list of cities with
the worst air quality.

Implement congestion charging?

2.9
2.6

...transport and accessibility? (For example,
how can we make it easier to travel in and
around Aberdeen? Should we look at
pedestrianisation in the City Centre?)

Aberdeen has fallen far behind other cities in
terms of modern approaches to transport.
Park and ride has not worked in Aberdeen as
it does in many other places because it has
been poorly thought out and implemented,
and because of a lack of priority bus routes.
Pedestrianization may be part of the solution
but getting people out of their cars is the
fundamental issue, either by providing edge
of town parking and easy to use link services,
or by better promoting alternatives such as
dedicated safe cycle routes into the centre.

...meeting Aberdeen’s housing and
community needs? (For example, how can
we meet the needs of people who cannot
afford mainstream housing?)

